
Dear Henderson Families,  

My name is Rachael Slotman and I have the pleasure of being the instructional coach at 
Henderson Elementary.  

I was born and raised in Michigan. I attended Western Michigan University and earned a degree 
in Early Childhood Education. After graduating from WMU I decided to embrace an opportunity 
to move to Phoenix to begin my teaching career. I taught kindergarten in Phoenix for two years. 
At that time I realized I was craving an environment that had a strong community feel. I visited 
Henderson and it instantly felt like home. I love the culture of this town and feel very blessed to 
be able to call Henderson Elementary my home. I have taught kindergarten, first, second, and 
third grade here at Henderson Elementary. 

After moving to Colorado I attended Kansas University where I obtained a Masters Degree in 
Curriculum and Instruction with an emphasis in Reading. While completing a genius hour 
passion project with my third grade class, my students inspired me to go back to school to earn 
an additional Masters Degree in Special Education.  

As our school’s instructional coach, I am given the opportunity to lead professional development 
for the staff at our wonderful school. I support our amazing educators in using data to ensure all 
students are receiving thoroughly planned, evidence based instruction that meets the students 
individual needs and goals. I also get the opportunity to lead coaching cycles throughout the 
year. During these coaching cycles, I am able to visit classrooms to provide modeling and 
feedback in order to support teachers in their professional goals. The largest part of my job is 
leading professional learning communities (PLCs) for our teachers. During this time, we 
collaborate as teams to evaluate our instruction. During our PLCs we are constantly using 
cycles of continuous improvement (PDSA cycles) to use data in a way that ensures we are 
constantly improving the instruction we are providing to students.  

Outside of school, I love to enjoy the many adventures Colorado has to offer. I love hiking and 
camping. I enjoy spending the winter months snowboarding.  

Thank you for considering our amazing school. If you have any questions about the curriculums 
we use or would like to know more about how we support our students academic achievement 
please feel free to contact me at 303-655-2708 or rslotman@sd27j.net. 
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